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In response to the reopening of an investigation into inadvertent file sharing with peer-
to-peer software, an executive for Lime Wire told Congress in a letter on Friday that
the new version of the program is "the most secure file-sharing software available."

The main investigative committee in the U.S. House of Representatives reopened a
probe of Lime Wire and other peer-to-peer file-sharing companies last week, citing
data breaches blamed on the technology.

In February, a security firm alleged that information about President Obama's
helicopter was breached via P2P. There have also been reports of inadvertent exposure
of consumer financial data and medical records over peer-to-peer, according to the
Committee on Oversight and Government Reform.

In a letter sent Friday to the Committee and congressional members, Mark Gorton, the
chairman of Lime Wire parent Lime Group, said LimeWire 5, released on December 8,
was designed to eliminate inadvertent file sharing in response to privacy concerns.

LimeWire 5 by default does not share documents, it automatically un-shares
documents a user may have shared using an older version of the software, and by
default will not share documents regardless of whether they exist in a folder that has
been shared or whether a user shared the document in an older version, said Gorton's
letter, a copy of which was obtained by CNET News.

"In short, there is absolutely no way to access a LimeWire 5 user's documents unless
that user affirmatively elects to make them available," he wrote. "LimeWire 5 does not
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share any file of any type without explicit permission from the user."

Meanwhile, the company has no specific information about the reports of data breaches
that the Committee had mentioned, Gorton said.

The Committee initially launched its probe into inadvertent file-sharing with P2P in
mid-2007 and had called Gorton and others to testify.

Meanwhile, another congressional subcommittee is planning to hold a hearing on P2P
technology. The House Energy and Commerce Committee's Subcommittee on
Commerce, Trade and Consumer Protection has scheduled a hearing for Monday at 2
p.m. EDT on the "Informed P2P User Act," introduced by California Rep. Mary Bono
Mack, a Republican, her office said.

Scheduled to testify at the hearing are the Federal Trade Commission, the Business
Software Alliance, the Center for Democracy & Technology, the Electronic Privacy
Information Center, the Distributed Computing Industry Association, Tiversa, and the
Progress and Freedom Foundation.
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May 1, 2009

Delivered by Electronic Mail
And Facsimile

Chairman Edolphus Towns

Ranking Member Darrell |ssa

The Honorable Peter Weleh, Member of Congress
Congress of the United States

House of Representatives

Committee on Oversight and Government Refarm
2157 Rayburn House Office Building

Washington, DC 20515-6143

Dear Chairman Towns, Ranking Member Davis, and Your Honor, Peter Welch,

| write in respanse to your letter of April 20, 2008. At the outset, let me reiterate to the
Committee on Oversight and Government Reform (the “Committee”) what | testified to on July
24, 2007:

s Lime Wire is absolutely cammitted to helping protect our users against inadvertent file-
sharing.
e Lime Wire is absolutely committed to making changes to our software toward that end.

True to my word, Lime Wire has absolutely done this.

Lime Group's letter assures Congress that its new peer-to-peer software eliminates
inadvertent file-sharing.
(Credit: Lime Group)

Elinor Mills covers Internet security and privacy. She joined CNET News
in 2005 after working as a foreign correspondent for Reuters in Portugal
and writing for The Industry Standard, the IDG News Service, and the
Associated Press. E-mail Elinor.
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